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2 FOREWORD 


Asutosh Museum of Indian Art was established by the University of 
Calcutta in 1937 in memory of Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, the great Indian educa- 
tionist, to collect and preserve objects of Indian art and antiquity with special 
emphasis on the art of Bengal and Eastern India. Besides being a Museum of 
regional character, the Asutosh Museum is the first Indian University Museum. 
For the last twentyfive years it has also been performing almost all the func- 
tions of a State Museum, there being no State Museum in West Bengal so far. 


Its activities in the field include regular archaeological excavation and 
exploration in different regions of West Bengal and adjoining states of Eastern 
India, which have led to the discovery of more than a dozen unknown anti- 
quarian sites between the Pre-historic and mediaeval times, as also Rural Cul- 
ture Survey of contemporary traditional arts and crafts of Eaetern India. 


Mainly acquired through gift, excavation and exploration, the total 
Museum coin collection of about 3,000 specimens, of which this catalogue 
indeed is the first part of the contemplated series, contains some interesting and 
unique examples. Enriched by donation of collections of R. D. Banerji, D. R. 
Bhandarkar, K. N. Dikshit and P. C. Nahar, ancient Indian coins consist of 
10 bent-bar and minute silver, 150 punch-marked silver and copper, 300 cast 
copper, 25 tribal and local, 100 Greek, Saka-Parthian and Kushana, 25 Gupta 
gold and silver, 100 dynastic and 200 unattributed types. , Besides this mention 
may be made of about 2000 coins of Muslim and late-mediaeval origin in the 
Museum Coin Cabinet. ۶ 


7th August, 1962 D. P. GHOSH 
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: PREFACE 


A small but representative collection of Ancient Indian Coins in the 
Asutosh Museum of Indian Art, University of Calcutta, had long been sealed 
from appraisement for want of a Catalogue. With the growth of activities of 
the Museum, the collection was so quickly enriched by the addition of some 
interesting and unknown types that the publication of a comprehensive 
catalogue was keenly felt, and I was entrusted with the responsibility The 
present volume, being the Part I of the proposed Catalogue, describes 
the Early Indian Coins in the Muscum collection up to circa third century A.D. 
A critical analysis of the coins covering the more important aspects of the 
new and rare types has been made in the Introduction. 


For whatever the merits or otherwise of this small technical work I must 


be held responsible, but. 1 must at the same time acknowledge with thanks and 


gratitude the kind help and co-operation Î have received from the authorities 
and members of the staff of the Museum, and my teachers and friends. 





Chittaranjan Roy Choudhury 
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INTRODUCTION 


EARLY SINGLE TYPE SILVER COINS 


BENT-BAR SILVER COINS (p. 1). Four specimens of bent-bar silver coins 
from the vicinity of the Bhir mound, Taxila, are given the first place in the Catalogue 
(p. (۱. nos, 1-4), These thick, slightly bent silver specie, stamped with six-armed 
mark on their concave side, twice on the larger denominations and once on the others, 
are found mainly in Taxila and its environs'. The heavier pieces of them weigh as 
much as 175 grains or so, and the smallers vary from 43:50 to 19:0 grains. The 
reverse of all the bent-bar coins is blank, and most of the larger coins are counter- 
marked by a comparatively smaller punch on the obverse between the larger stamps. 


The coins are distinguished from the well-known punch-marked series by the 
fact that they are stamped only by a single type of mark, several variants of which 
are, however, known. The type, probably to be connected with those of the punch- 
marked coins, consists of six small circles inserted individually to the same number of 
bars round a central circle, from which an extra bar also projects. We have still to 
account for the significance of this type of mark, although attempts have been made 
to explain it from different angles*. The technique of manufacture of the bent-bar 
coins also seems to have been somewhat different from that of the punch-marked. The 
bars appear to bc strips cut from oblong ingots, adjusted to required weight by clip- 
ping, and stamped, “Experiment has shown that the curvature is due to their having 
been struck while hot on a wooden anvil... The faces of the dies were circular and 
convex, thus producing a concave incuse and accentuating the curvature at the ends 
of the coins*," Excepting a few, the dies are substantially "wider than the bars on 
which they are stamped, so that the complete mark is never impressed. It is likely 
that the bars were originally taken of uniform dimension as the die when stamped and 
the mark was present. But the necessity of obtaining coins of 4he correct weight 
further reduced the width of the faces of the bars by clipping afresh from their sides 
after riking, with the result that parts of the mark were also lost. The few coins 
to be uniformly wide as the marks probably represent the remainder pieces 
or those that were adjusted to weight by clipping from the ends. 


A fairly large number of bent-bar coins aro now known. Allan maintains that 
these represent double Sigloi pieces, and their lower denominations, The Siglos 


denotes a Achaemenid Persian silver money the standard weight of which is about 
8 — troy. The assumption is based on the fact that these coins, which arc of 
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known provenance, come from the area over which Persian influence once extended, 7 
But the character and technique of the bent-bar coins are entirely Indian, anf the 
heaviest of these usually weigh several grains more than the full weight of a double 
Siglo. Moreover, no Siglos type Indian coin has so far been known, A more 
plausible suggestion would be that they are the ancient Satamánas, and their fractions, 
mentioned in some early Indian texts”, the unit of measure being a rati, and the 
weight of one hundred such units would be about 175-180 grains. One remarkable 
feature about the bar coins is, that like the punch-marked series, they show no signs 
of evolution, neither in their type nor in fabric. The view that the coins consist of both 
the older and later varieties may, therefore, be rejected”, 


From their archaic character and provenance the bent-bars appear to have been 
among the earliest coins of India, and along with a few other silver types, were current 
in parts of North and North West India for a time before the dawn of the third century 
B.C. Assuming that Curtius's account is based on fact, the present of 80 talents of 
stamped silver made by Omphis to Alexander in 326 B.C., might have consisted of 
bar coins. The hoard discovered in the Bhir mound in 1924 with à fresh coin of 
Philip Aridaeus is already dated to about 317 B.C. The find of punch-marked coins 
in another part of the mound in 1912, and dated by a coin of Diodotos to about 248 
B.C., contained no bar coins. There is no evidence that they continued beyond the 
fourth century B.C. or existed in Mauryan Taxila. 


The Museum specimens are well-preserved, and of them two varieties are to be 
distinguished. Var. a consists of the common larger coins (nos. 1-2), stamped with 
mark la (PL I) on either end of the concave obverse, and countermarked by 1b (P1.1) 
in the centre. The coins of var. 6 (nos. 3-4) are stamped with mark 2 (Pl. 1), a 
variant of la, and belong to a lower denomination. These are smaller in size, and 
represent a very rare variety, only two more specimens being known from the British 
Museum collection", ٢ € 


r 

MINUTE SINGLE TYPE SILVER COINS (pp. 1-2). Another interesting series 
of early single type silver currency is suggested by six very small, round silver coins in 
the Museum (pp. 1-2. nos, 5-10). The provenance of these coins also is one of the early 
city sites of ancient Taxila. Each of them approximates :20 Inch in size, and weighs 
about 3'50 grains. The minute coins are neatly stamped by mark 3 (PI. 1) on one 
side, and blank on the reverse. Their technique of manufacture is apparent—small 
globules of silver stamped by hammer and anvil process. But for the small size of 
the coins po portion of the mark appear on the flan. Several variants of the mark 
also may be distinguighed. 


A few small silver coins of sigilar type and fabric, found “< "ຈທກ 
and at Thathari A pro dadi QE ON NUN مو‎ BERT, and seventynine 
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more of them are also known from the Bhir mound hoard of 19247, The fact that 
these tiny coins bear the six-armed mark characteristic of the punch-marked type, 
has led scholars to attribute them to that coinage'!. But unlike the bent-bar coins 
these are also stamped by a single type of mark, and, therefore, may conveniently 
be linked with the various early single type silvers. The findspots of the coins, however, 
suggest that they had a wider circulation than the bent-bars from Taxila. 


The coins represent the lightest and smallest among the known silver coins of 
ancient India, Smpiti writers and some ancient texts seem to lay down the masha, 
weighing two ratis, being equivalent to 6 grains troy, as the lowest unit or form 
of some type of indigenous silver coins'?. The coins of the present type resemble no 
less in weight and size with the mäshas, but they differ much in type and technique as 
well, so that their identity, as suggested by Walsh, is very doubtful". While it is 
difficult to find their reference in literature, the general type of the coins and their 
association with the bent-bars and the punch-marked series suggest that they belonged 
to a date not later than the fourth century B.C. 











PUNCH-MARKED COINS 


Side by side and contemporary to the early single type silver coins from Taxıla 
and its environs, was current, throughout India, a peculiar and more interesting type 
of bimetallic money to which the name punch-marked has been given by general consent, 
It was coined both in silver and in inferior metals, namely, copper and billon, the latter 
being an alloy, The term used in naming these coins is based on the technique of 
manufacturing them. Flans were cut out into regular or irregular bits of different 
shapes and sizes from flattened sheets of metal, adjusted to the required ratio of weights 
by clipping, and then punched with various marks, each separately with individual 
dies, by hammer and anvil process on their obverse and reverse!. Sometimes globules 
of metal were flattened and then stamped, 


This method of manufacturing coins in the early part of our period appears to have 
had nothing in common with the Babylonian, Persian or Greek numismatic technique*, 
The useful method,was thought of in this country quite independently without any 
foreign influence. In fact, the political as well as the socio-economic condition of 
India at the beginning of the sixth century B.C. was favourable enough to the growth 
of metallic currency. — Archaeological and literary sources conclusively prove that 
various types of specie were in circulation in different parts of the country long before 
Alexander's march into India. Curtius informs us that the king of Taxila presented 
to the Macedonian monarch eighty talents of signati argenti, i.e., coined silver pieces, 

- as a symbol of his friendship and allegiance. These have often been identified as the 
silver punch-marked coins®, Plastic forms of coins of various shapes and sizes, 
represented in such early monuments as Bhärhut, Bodhgayä and Besnagar, which 
depict the reminiscence ‘of the days of Buddha down to the close of the Šuñga period, 
prove that the natives were quite familiar with their use as early as sixth century B.C. 
Our old literature seems to know of the coinage even before this date. That Pänini 
knew coined money is clearly indicated by one of his sittrast, The Sämanta-päsädikä 
while explaining a verse from Pátimokkha says about karshapana as, tattha kähapano 
ti: suvannamayo và rüpiyamayo và pakatiko và, here kärshäpana is either made of 
gold, or made of silver, or the ordinary one*. The kärshäpana as the medium of ex- 
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change was the oldest and the most common, and became in course of time the generic 
expression for coined money of all metal based upon different standards peculiar to 
precious metals”. When the early alien rulers, the Greeks, the Scythians and others, 
issued their own coins in India, the indigenous money, especially the silver types, 
came to be specified by early Indian authors as puränas, i.e., oldlings, also called the 
dharonas, in order to distinguish them from the coinage of the foreigners", Old smriti 
writers like Manu and Yajiavalkya lay down the weight of the silver puránas or dhara- 
nas at 32 ratis, being equivalent to about 56 grains troy. It is curious to note that 
the punch-marked silvers usually weigh between 50 and 60 grains which approximates 
the academic weight of the puránas or dharanas laid down in the fástras. 


The punch-marked coins are far from being a primitive type of money. The 
characteristic of these early coins is that they bear no legend from which can be traced 
their issuers, But there is little doubt that the marks on them were struck by a central 
authority that stood for the correctness of their weight and the genuineness of the 
metal. Systematic studies of several hoards of these coins, the provenance of which 
are correctly known, have led scholars to assert 11%, The old view that the punch- 
marked coinage was a private money, issued by guilds and silversmiths with the sanc- 
tion of the ruling authority, and the marks on them being thos# by different hands, 
stamped for their quick identification on different occasions", is no longer tenable. 
The wide distribution of the punch-marked coins and the close similarity of their 
general features have led scholars to opine that they were issued when the greater 
part of India was unified under one rule. Allan maintains that the Nandas were 
the first Indian monarchs to introduce metallic currency into the country, and that 
the tradition of their great wealth owes its origin to their having been the first to issue 
coins on a large scale", A political unification in India as it may be said to have 
happened for the first time, in the remote historical period, is, however, indicated 
during the rule of the imperial Mauryas. And it is interesting to note that the greater 
number of hoards of the punch-marked coins, of almost identical composition, have 
come from Mauryan levels from everywhere that was within their vast empire, The 
Bhir mound hoard of 1924 from Taxila of the early indigenous coins, comprising 
bent-bars, punch-markgd and the minute silvers, have been dated by two gold coins of 
Alexander the Great and one of Philip Aridacus, in mint condition, at about 317 4 
It may, therefore, be argued that these early coins were in cħculation, if not originated, 
in the Taxila region from a date much earlier than the Mauryas came to power. The 
great Mauryas in their turn continued to issue money on the existing types, parti- 
cularly the punch-marked series, and disseminated them in ہیں‎ vast empire. 
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weight oh eria panah, Manu. 136). But it 
າາ هحاس‎ ty some’ the term also designated ນ سیا‎ , Viz., gold 
or silver, Cf. D. R, Bhandarkar, ap. cit., pp. 81 ff. 
۲ €f. Manu, VIII. 131, ff.; A Cunningham, op. ch., pp. 47-54, 
"ວ B. اس‎ 195-06, p. 153; JRAS. Cent. Suplt, 1924, p. 175: J. Allan, op. CI, 
pp. XIX & L "E.H.C .Walsh, op. لہ‎ pp. 4 If. 
— V. A. Smith, op. cit. p. 133, ¿ 
1 J. Allan, op. eit., p. LXXI. გ 
"I, Aika dp. ei. jo. LVI ff. 5 . 


V ASR, 1924-25, pp. 47-48; 1, Allan, ep. ის „იი. LVI-LVII; E. H, C. Walsh, op. eit., p. I, 








XX INTRODUCTION " 


The oldest of the punch-marked coins appear to have been made long before the 
end of the fourth century B.C., and as the foregoing discussion would show, they 
may conveniently be placed to about sixth century B.C. But the remarkable feature 
about them that they show no signs of evolution, neither in their types nor in technique 
and fabric, as also the similarity in constitution of most of their hoards, indicate that 
the coinage did not exist over a very long time, This is also indicated by the rapidity 
with which several types of coins that originated in some parts of Northern and 
Central India, with devices and legends struck at a time by a single die, ousted the 
punch-marked series from the very beginning of the second century B.C. and thence- 
forward. In the far interior regions of Central and Southern India, immune from 
foreign influence till à comparatively late period, the punch-marked coins seem to 
have survived even beyond the second century 0 


The most interesting but at the same time perplexing characteristic of the punch- 
marked comage 15 the marks on them. It is the marks, stamped on the obverse and 
the reverse of the coins, that constitute the coinage’. These are always beautifully 
executed in relief on a sunken incuse, and neat pieces of small engravings in the round. 
It is difficult to suggest any convincing explanation of them in the present state of our 
knowledge although attempts have been made by some scholars to recognize in them 
symbolisms, and by others religious or cult significances*!, “Many of them are,” 
however, "readily recognizable, and it is only lack of material for comparison that 
prevents us identifying many of the others... They are drawn mainly from the 
animal and plant world, or are combinations of symbols the meaning of which we do 
not know,!?” 


The coins usually bear a group of five distinct marks on the obverse which are 
not always identical, Of the five marks two are almost invariably the marks | and 2a 
(PI. 1) or any of the variants of the latter. A large number of coins have plain reverse, 
others bear one to four" comparatively smaller marks, and with very few exceptions 
the marks found on the obverse do not occur on the reverse, and vice versa, Some of 
the silver specimens are punched with a group of five marks ón either of their sides 
and arc commonly known as double-obverse coins. The theory that the variety 
represents an older coinage, subsequently restamped, is last convincing". The 
remarkable feature about the double-obverse coins too, like that of the punch-marked 
coinage, is that irrespective of their thick or thin fabric, they show no signs of evolu- 
tion. The double-obverse coins appear to be proof-pieces, struck immediately preced- 
ing the minting of more than one varietf of coins at a time, as well accepted in the 
circulation along with thg minted pieces. 


The greater number of the pupch-marked coins that have been known are in 
U Narada Smriti. App. 57; SBE, Vol. XXXIII, p. 231, 
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silver. The copper and billon coins are exceedingly rare, and the area of their circula- 
tion was much smaller than the punch-marked silvers. This is clearly indicated by the 
nature of different finds as also the collections of these coins. Of the copper series 
there are only 217 coins in the British Museum of unknown provenance from U,P.,! 
54 in the Indian Museum from Madhyapur in the Bhagalpur district of Bihar,!* and 
21 in the Asutosh Museum from Chandraketugarh in 24-Parganas, Bengal!" The 
billon coins seem to be known only from 21 specimens in the collection of the Asutosh 
Museum from Bangarh in West Dinajpur, Harinarayanpur and Chandraketugarh in 
24-Parganas, Bengal? The inferior metal coins usually weigh between 350 and 
10 grains, which is a wider range than that of their silver counterparts. Those of 
the coppers which weigh as much as 350 grains or so are very thick and of heavy fabric, 
and apparently belong to a higher denomination. Several lower denominations 
of the coins are also known from the lighter pieces. Our literary sources seem to lay 
down various standards of weight for the kärshäpanas, a generic term for metal curren- 
cies of ancient India which included also the copper and coins of other metals.** 


The extreme paucity of the cheap metal punch-marked coins as also the limited 
extent of their dissemination leave scope to conjecture some reasons, The coins were 
evidently manufactured to facilitate fractienal transactions and they seem to have 
reached the minute fractions of some of the traditional standards. The market for 
this type of money in an ancient period obviously was in a centre of brisk trade and 
commerce as we find it even this day. This view may be substantiated by the fact 
that the punch-marked coins are mainly found in what were in ancient times the 
most important and thickly populated parts of India. The findspots of the punch- 
marked copper and billon coins which are mostly on the Gangetic valley, dotted with 
centres of ancient civilizations, have also established their past glory and richness in 
commerce from literary sources and recent archaeological investigations, This does 
not necessarily attribute the coins to any of the localities from which they come. It 
is likely that after they were minted by the central authoritv'the coins went straight to 
their markets to cope with the demand arising out of transactions. But they do not 
seem to have ever moved out of the business cycle or from"their centres of activity, 
and one does not expect base metal coins to travel far from their places of circulation, 


The large number of punch-marked coins in the collectien of the Asutosh Museum 
that have been catalogued here comprise of silver, billon and copper examples. Apart 
from a few that are known from different ancient sites of India the majority of them 
have been acquired either through scientific" explorations or from stratified layers, 
datable between the sixth and third centuries B.C., in the process of archaeological 
diggings at Bangarh and Chandraketugarh, Bengal”. The chronological and numis- 
matic importance of these coins, therefore, is beyond any question. The collection 


" J. Allan, op. cit., pp. LXXVIII & 101-16. Pl. XII, 11-17 & XUL 1-14. 
ASR, 1925-26, p. 154, PI. LX. fig. 7; J. Allan, op, cit., p. LXXIX. 
^ JA-R, 1959-60, pp. 51 & 78. 
K.G. Goswami, EB. AM. No. I, p. 31. II, XXIV. 15-16; [4-R, ei: 51. 
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of punch-marked silver coins seems on the whole to be the representative one, gs the 
known published specimens are well represented. The billon and copper coins which 
are known for the first time from the Museum specimens exhibit unique varieties. 


PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS (pp. 3-21). The coins, like many others, 
are either square or round in shape, and belong both to the thick and thin fabrics, 
irrespective of their forms. They are for the most part well-preserved, only a few 
being slightly worn, probably because they continued to be in the circulation for a 
considerable period of time. The well-preserved specimens usually weigh between 
46 and 53:50 grains. 


The coins have been arranged in twenty-six classes. Class I is composed of the 
double-obverse coins, arranged under several groups and varieties according to the 
composition of the marks on either of their sides (pp. 3-6. Pl. IV & V. 1-15). There 
are sixteen. double-obverse pieces in the Museum against sixty-five already known 
from the Bhir mound hoard of 192441 and six in the Paila hoard?*, Classes II to 
XXVI are formed with the coins characterised by the same group of obverse marks 
for each class. These are again divided into groups within which the same marks 
recur, but usually have each a mark or two peculiar to them, The varieties are the 
individual issues within a group, distinguished by the variations of the type and number 
of reverse marks, The coins of these classes bear a group of five marks on the obverse, 
only a few of them being countermarked by a sixth. As in the case of other collec- 
tions, the number of different obverse marks and their variants on the present coins 
are very great, but they do not display any unknown mark. 


PUNCH-MARKED BILLON COINS (pp. 22-24). The punch-marked billon 
coins are known for the first time from the Museum specimens, Their provenances 
have already been referred to and we have no evidence that they have come from 
outside Bengal. The coins are of neatend fine fabric, and weigh between 51:75 and 
۱1١١ grains. They bear A group of three or four marks on the obverse, and usually 
are blank on the reverse. Of them both round and square shapes may be distinguished, 
They fall into three distifict classes, 


The coins of class II and III are round and of fine fabric, “and belong to the lesser 
weights, The group of four marks that constitute each of the obverse of the two classes 
of coins are nos, 5. 6. 7. 8 and 5. 9. 10. and an illegible punch, respectively (Pl. III). 
The shape and fabric of the coins of class I are the same as those of the punch-marked 
silvers, and weigh between 45 and 51:75 grains which as well approximate the weight 
of the silver series. The six coins which constitute the class were recovered from 
Bangarh, Hárinarayanpur and Chandraketugarh, Bengal, through archaeological 
methods. The obverse of the coinW bear marks 1. 2. and 3 (PI. ID. The very fact 
that they have only three marks on them, as also the group which the marks compose, 
is interesting. Mark 1 may conveniently be identified as the representation of a ship, 
which is, however, mistaken as a bag." It is single decked, the rear part of which 
delineates the form of that of a dolphin, with a full treatment of its snout in the front, | 


* E, H, C. Walshgop. cit., pp. 10-12. 
° BINSI, Vol. II, p. 24, ° 
* K. G. Goswami, op. cit., p. 31, | 
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6 INTRODUCTION xxiii 


The form of the ship is evidently archaic and unrivalled, as it has no parallel in the 
repertory of the ship-motifs of ancient India. Attention may be drawn in this connec- 
tion toa terracotta sealing (PI. VIII) belonging to the same period from Chandraketugarh 
bearing à ship-motif which is, however, not identical with that on the coins. The 
coinage, it may be assumed, besides its usual sphere of activity in the contemporary 


money market also is indicative of the sea and riverine commerce of India in the pre- 
Christian 7 


PUNCH-MARKED COPPER COINS (pp. 24-25). In type and fabric, the 
copper coins of the Museum collection, are replicas of the silver series. The obverse 
and reverse marks on the punch-marked silvers are common on them (Cf. Pl. III), 
But the weight of these coins shows that they belong to the lower denomination series, 
probably the halves of the 32 rari standard. They are, for the most part, extremely 
corroded, probably because of the excessive salinity of the soil of their findspot. 


The Museum specimens of these coins fall into a single class and of them two 
varieties are to be distinguished. The coins of variety a bear marks 3. 4. 5. 6 and 
an illegible punch, possibly mark 7 (PI. III) on the obverse and a plain reverse. Those 


of variety b have the same obverse as on the coins of variety a, butewith reverse bearing 
marks 12 and 13 (Pl. III). j 














IH 


UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 


Like other types of ancient Indian coinage, a study of the early indigenous money 
classed as uninscribed cast copper coins is vitiated for lack of sufficient archaeological 
data and information from literary sources of old.  Attentions have no doubt been 
devoted by scholars to the finds or to the haphazard collections of these pieces, but 
have not been able to assess the coinage with proper significances, Investigations show 
that the coins were manufactured, more than one at a time, by pouring molten metal 
into hollow carthen moulds containing sections, and also bearing various devices 
within that were to be impressed on their sides. This was no doubt a welcome 
technique for a large scale coinage from a comparatively cheap metal in the early 
part of our periods. The characteristic of the carly cast coppers is that like the 
punch-marked series, they bear no legend from which can be inferred the names and 
character of their issuers. There is, therefore, little to assist in attributing them. 


The cast coppeg coins, equally numerous as the punch-marked silvers, though not 
so varied, belong to various shapes and Sizes, and weigh over a wide range, between 
144۰50 and 20 grains: the majority, however, ranging between 30 and 60 grains. We 
cannot, from these weights, fix their denomonations with certainty, as also with any 
of the copper types mentioned in our old literature. Some of them were probably 
kärshäpanas, and their lower forms.* 


The cast coppers are usually found associated with the punch-marked silver coins 
and in the sites which yield only the latter type.” The evidence then suggests that they 
are probably of the same period. The area of their circulation was, to some extent, 
limited than that of the punch-marked gilvers, but it was much wider than Allan has 
suggested." We have nos recorded provenance of these coins from the North-West 
or the South of India. Recent archaeological investigations and the collection of these 
coins in the Asutosh Mwscum, however, show that they are also known from Bihar 
and Bengal in Eastern India.” 


The uninscribed cast çopper coins in the Museum (pp. 26-40) have been recovered 
from datable stratums mainly through archaeological methods from Bangarh, Hari- 
narayanpur and Chandraketugarh (Bengal), as also the few that are from the well- 
known ancient sites of Kausambi (U.R.), Rajgir and Patna (Bihar)* Besides their 
significance for provenance, the coins which fall into six well-marked classes, include 
some new varieties that are of special numismatic interest. 


١ S. K. Chakrabortty, AZN, pp. 109 io & ir. წ = x: 
The term denoted in a general ver a copper coins, | 
hand hao el. our აღ weigh A LM IT grains troy. DR 
+ ۲ € " pp. 
SAT 4: IX 25: n 1913-14, p. 210; K. G. Goswami, op. cit., p. 32. II XXIV. 
3.12; NER BSH & 19; 108 Di 1958-59, pp. $6 & 77; 1959-60, pp. SÌ & 78: 1980-61, ` 
| E — ირან MIO PANG: | 
i > "KG! Goswami, op. cit. IA-R, a op. cit ' . 
Sid + 5 ' i 
٠. A ເ 
| et H 
ng - > $ 








し INTRODUCTION XXV 


Jhe coins of class IV, V and VI (nos. 61-83, 84-222 & 223-258) represent the 
commonest cast copper pieces of ancient India. They have a strong family 
resemblance, but distinct groups have been preferred. Vars. a and b of class HIH 
(nos. 17-53 & 54-60) are closely connected. The coins of the former variety of this 
class are often found in pairs, as they were originally cast together in batches; on 
many others can be traced where they were broken from the mould and the adjoining 
pieces. The coins of class I and 11 (nos. 1-12 & 13-16) are exceedingly rare, as they 
seem to be known only from the specimens in the Museum. Their provenance is 
Harinarayanpur, Bengal, but for that cannot be attributed to the locality with certainty. 
The group of marks la. 4. 5, 8 and 2. 3. 7 (PL III) occurring respectively on the obverse 
and reverse of the coins of class I, are common to several other series of cast coins. 
But the type, as also the fabric of the coins are new. Mark 9 (PI, III) on var. a and 
mark IC (PI. III) on var. b of the coins of class II, are, but uncommon. The coins of 
var. b, of the same size and fabric as that of the square coins of common cast series, 
with a plain reverse, has one of the most remarkable types in the ancient Indian coinage 
—an elephant, standing, facing within a torama. Apart from the symbolisms that 
would be readily recognized from the type, the coins possibly bear the earliest numis- 
matic reference of a secular architecture of ancient India—a gateway, parallel of which 
does not seem to bc known from any other source of contemporary India. 











TRIBAL AND LOCAL COINS 


The tribal and local coins of our period in the collection of the Museum, large 
number of which have been recovered in distinct groups from the length and breadth 
of Northern, Central and North-Western India, characterised by perplexing 
types and fabrics, are exceedingly small. The few coins of the common varieties of 
the coinages of the Kunindas, Yaudheyas and from Taxila of which the collection 
constitutes have, however, been included in the catalogue (pp. 41-44). 


The examples of the Kuninda coinage comprise of the well-known silver and 
copper issues of Amoghabhüti, the modules of which were obviously suggested by 
the hemidrachms of the late Indo-Greek money and possibly invented by the Indian 
ruler to circulate a native currency that would compete in the market with those of 
the foreigners’. 


The coins of the Yaudheyas are of the Kärttikeya and Laksmi (?) type. They 
show unmistakable influence of the late Kushana copper coinage and belong to the 
third-fourth centuries A.D. 


The few uninscribed and die-struck copper coins from Taxila that are in the 
Museum fall into two classes, The coins of Class I represent the double-die series 
and the coins of Class II are the single-die issues. The coins are characterised by 
the incuse on one side or on both with various marks or motifs within them (Pl. IV); 
the double-die pieces have devices in relief on one of the sides. The same peculiarities 
are prominent as are well known in the Taxila copper coins of the Indo-Greek rulers 
Pantaleon and Agathocles. The rule of these two kings in the Punjab region cannot 
possibly be dated carlier than the last quarter of the second century B.C. It is, 
therefore, curious how Allan contended! that these traits on the local issues of Taxila 
could have been due tq the influence of the Taxila coinage of these monarchs. It 
may be assumed that the alien rulers borrowed for some of their Indian issues the 
monetary technique prevalent in Taxila with which their Indi:fn subjects were familiar, 
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EARLY SINGLE TYPE SILVER COINS 
Reverse Marks 





Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks 
No. Grains 





BENT-BAR SILVER COINS 
CLASS I: GROUP 1 






Variety a 
] AR/Oblong 17775 Mark la on either end Plain. 
1-60%-35 of the bent-bar, counter- 
marked by lb in the 
centre, ; 
2  L55x40 17785 As preceding. As preceding. 
: (Collected, 1942) 
PI. IV. 1-2, 
| 0 1 | 
٣٣ Variety b ١ 
" 0 3 Round 4425 Mark 2 in the centre. ۹ 
d 0 ME D | ს . 
ມ” - ພ, hiya 61 š 
i 3 | 1 نف‎ ი. a არი + As prece | E 5 As preceding. 
TA. WSB ° Pl. IV. 3-4. Y 


* 


Tinig f 1 1 gaias M ہا ودعب‎ 





[ 2 MINUTE SINGLE TYPE SILVER COINS 





Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 





7 0 345 As preceding. As preceding. 
Zr 


8 :19 3:45 wa KU 


10 20 3:40 し ຈ" 


‘ (Collected, 1942) 
۶ Pl. IV. 5-10, 








PUNCH-MARKED COINS 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 


PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 
CLASS I: GROUP I 


Variety a 
| AR/Square — 51:50 1. 2a. 3a, Sa, 2 


ہے۔ IRL‏ — اقا - -- — — — 


91x62  Hammered—traces of 
five marks. 


e 
GROUP II 
Variety a 
د‎ 90x57 49:50 1, 2a. da. 4b. 15f 


1. 2b. 4a. 38, and one ° 
illegible mark. 


ເ OVE 4870 1. 2a. 4a. 50. ISf . 
عن‎ Y 1. 2b. 25. 29, and one 
ა c 
0 122. e, So !3[ 









4 PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS ქ 





Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 





GROUP IV 


Variety a 


6 AR/Square 48:50 1.20. 5b. 15f, 18 
‘95 x -67 I. 2d. 10c. 10h. 15d 


GROUP V 

Variety a 
T NR: 50-70 1. 2n. 4a. 7. 10a, addi- 

š tional 27 
1. 2b. 29. 47. 52 
(Chandraketugarh, 
Collected, 1956-'58) 
PI, IV. 1-7. 

Variety b 


8 80 x -59 49-50 1.20. 4a. 7. 10a, addi- 
tional 53 
1. 2b. — 29, and one 


ມ GROUP VI 
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à PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 5 
Serial Metal/Size Weightin — Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
GROUP VIII 
Variety a 
ს AR/Square 4870  1.2h.4b. 7. 10a 
87 x -80 1. 2h. 10h. 15b. 29 
GROUP IX 
Variety a 
2 845657 425 2۱08۱٤ 1 
1.2k. 18. 29, and one 
illegible mark. 
GROUP X - 
Variety ¿A £ 
| B 
"s 13 81x75 5050 126. 15n. 20. 31, addi- 
tional 53 ° 
“- i = 3.25. Sb. 10h. 53 
AA > | 
5 AD : . . 
Va ie z ty a ` 







KM 1.24. Sb 18.29. 


Collected, 1958-60) „ 





ud I. IV-V. 8-13. 
oa 
جر‎ . 
رت . 2 آله نے‎ 

















Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
GROUP XII 
Variety a 
کا‎ AR/Square 5050 1.2j. 15h. 15j, and one 
62x 7 illegible mark. 


1.2k. 19. 29, and one 
illegible mark. 














: PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 7 
Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
Variety b 
23 AR/Square 4950 1. 2a. Ja. da. Sa 42 
*63 x +53 
(Chandraketugarh, 
Collected, 1958-60) 
24 43 4590 As preceding. As preceding. 


5 


«72x55 52:0 " 


53x :55 51-50 " 





(Kosam, Collected, 
1937) 


ER ST 5 A 7 = 
٢ 4 von - Y” 
E ლ 5 lo € ! Hing ١ JH 
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8 PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks 





Reverse Marks 


No. Grains 
33 AR/Round 0 As preceding 45. 49. 55, 58, and one 
30 illegible mark. 
36 Square 52-25 1 53. 55. 58. 59, and one 
76 x52 illegible mark. 
Pl, V. 16-34, 
GROUP II 
Variety a 
37 “62 X 53 31:25 1. 2b. 3a. da. Sa Plain, 
Y . Pl. V. 35, 
GROUP III 
Variety a 
38 83 x 46 50:50 1. 2f. 3a. da. Sa 42. 49. 53, 55 
. v (Chandraketugarh, Ex- 
. plored, 1956-'58) 
= PI. V. 36, 
2 9 CLASS 111: GROUP I 
Variety a 
. 
39 AR/Square , 51-50 — 1.22. 3a. da 6ء‎ Plain. 
89 +55 
e Variety b 
. 
40 “67 x *81 50-50 1. 2a. 3a. da. 16 57. 58 
Variety c 
` ny —— ^ 
e 4 * Round" 510 1. 2a. 3a. 4a. 16 55. 58. 61 
74 * 


.. 





PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 9 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
Variety d 
42 AR/Square 51:25 1 2a. 3a. 4a. 16 42. 44. 47. 55 
83x46 


PI, V-VI, 37-40, 


GROUP II 
Variety a 
43 "76 x +57 51-70 I, 2a. 3d. 4a. 16 44 
44 ‘68 4 51:50 As preceging. 45. 
45 84x45 51:0 າາ 55 
Variety b 
46 4 x ۰63 520 |. 2a. 3d. 4a. 16 42. 42 
47 71x73 52:50 As preceding. As preceding. : 
Variety c L 
48 74 x: 62 51-25 |. 2a, 3d, 4a. 16 * 42. 61, and one illegible 
. mark. 
° (Chandraketugarh, ° 
Explored, 1956-'58) 
. PI. VI. 41-46. 
GROUP Il] 
Variety a š 
9ے‎ "3 58225 1, 2b. 3c. 4a. 16 53, and one illegible 
| mark. 
5 . 
: Pl. VI. 47. a 
. ~ š 














- 10 PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS ó 
“Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No, Grains 
CLASS IV: GROUP I 
Variety a 
50) AR/Square 510  1.22132.54.22 45 
4 | 
PI, VI. 48. 
GROUP Il 
Variety a : 
SÌ (هبر0.‎ 55950 1.22.32, Sa. 26 
Variety b 


32 20x 520 1. 2a. 3a. Sa. 26 








PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks 
No. Y 


Reverse Marks 
Grains 


S6 AR/Square 5125 As preceding. 42, and two illegible 
0 x +55 marks. 
57 770 x *56 50-25 8 47. 55, and one illegible 
mark. 
PI. VI. 53-55, 
GROUP V 
Variety a 
58 Round 50-50 I. 2a. 38. Sa. 39 42 * 


4 


(Chandraketugarh, Ex- 
plored, 1956-'58) 


PI, VI. 56. 
CLASS V: GROUP I 。 
° š 
Variety a à 
59 67 x57 51:25. I.2L 3a. da, 13 AS. 61 
Variety b د‫‎ - 
60 82x53 50:50 1, 2f. 3a. 4a. 13 42. 47, and one illegible 
: mark. 
Pl. VI. 57-58. 
* 
L C 
CLASS VI: GROUP I 
= Variety a ۱ 
61  .67x・$6 5150 3. 8 47. 53, and oae illegible 
| > mark. 




















4 = 
Ser Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 3 
62 AR/Square 510 As preceding. 57. 58, and one illegible 
"63 x51 mark. 
PI. VI. 59-60. 


CLASS VII: GROUP 1 


Variety a 

63 Round 5050  1.2c.7. 10a. 18 45. 47. 53. 55 
«76 » 
Variety b 
64 = Square 48:50 68 44. 47. 53. 55, and one 
73x illegible mark. 
Pl, VI. 61-62. 
١ 
x CLASS VIII: GROUP I 
Variety a 


b pi jw 


. VE 0 
: Ri ი 《 5 I T 2:" | “ L H 
65 Oblong $225 1.2b.3d.4b.21 4 2 
7 tn Hi 3 I | > 
e 














1 ۰ PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 3 
= Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains | 
GROUP II 
Variety a 
68 AR/Square 4925 7 Plain. 
“68 x 63 
Variety b 
69 74x50 5130 1.2a. 11. 15e. 17 42. 47 
PI, VI-VII, 66-67. 
: ; 
GROUP III 
Variety a 
$ 70. | 68:56 5270 — 1.2a. II, 15i. 17 One illegible mark. 
٩٢٩ NN Rod — $10 12810 07 «4.51 
وی‎ ე სლ E 


mu -— — e 1 


a 








Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
GROUP Il 
Variety a 
74 AR/Square. 5225 (|, 2m. 9. 24,33 


72x67 





CLASS XI: GROUP 1 
Variety a 

75 80054 ພກ 1.22. da. 5b. 15(. 
76 .842 44 520 As preceding. 

















Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
CLASS XIII: GROUP I 
Variety 8 
79 AR/Round 5050 1,2f 3a. 10h. 13 47. 53. 57, and one 
:87 illegible mark. 
PI. VII. 77. 
CLASS XIV: GROUP I : 
Variety a 
80 Square 51:0 1. 2a. da. 5d. 32 $3, 55 
89 2 




















Variety a 


83 AR/Square 5125 ! 2g. 15d. 15m. 41 42. 45. 53, and one 
92× 63 illegible mark. 


CLASS XVIII: GROUP I 


Variety a 


xo 3225 1.20. Sb. 0 





88 ‘86-52 


a. TIT l 
E LA By 
ი «KAS 
< 7 X. 1 hf LA. M - 
4 ⸗ = y 
| | ٣ سي‎ 
e A 14 
8 


| wi 





52:50 ۱.2 Sa. Sc. 22 $7, and one illegible 


51:0 





CLASS XX: GROUP I 


Variety a . 


1. 2n. 4a. 7. 102. addi- 42 4 51. 55 
tional 27 
PI. VIL 86. 
CLASS XXI: GROUP 1 


Variety 7 e 
Si and one illegible 
mark. 


か ^. ۱ 
alila არით چخچه‎ 
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18 PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS š 
Serial Metal/Size Weightin — Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
: 9] AR/Square 3415 As preceding. As preceding. 
,65 x60 
(Kosam, Collecte d, 
1936) 
GROUP II 
Variety a 
92 Round 5125 1.2b.15j. 22. M 56. 61 
“61 
PI. VII. 89. 
GROUP Ill 
Variety a ۱ 

93 Square 52:70 1. 2b. 15k. 30. 34 55. 56 








PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 19 


Serial Metal/Size Weightin — Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
Grains 


Variety b 


98 AR/Square 5170 1 20.8. 15a. 24 15c (small). 


EE M tha 
“ Gr 7 101 "n 
A کو یلو‎ ` 
MIELI 






7 | 


32x51 4805 12b. 8. 15a. 24 One illegible mark. 


5 ١ LE mg P 
102 Round 5325 54 
. ເ IM 3 7 ' 6 "A 1 9 E: 1 e mo^ * 


:49 x 43 
Variety c 


'54 x 4 52:25 1.20.8. ໂນ. 24 56, and one illegible 
mark. 


PI. VH. 93.106-7, 


GROUP III ^ 
Variety a 
644x422 48:50 1.20, 8. 15b. 24 One illegible mark. 
(Chandraketugarh, Ex- 


plored, 1956-58) B 
PI. VII. 94. 


GROUP IV 1 
Variety a x 
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20 PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS . 
Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No, Grains ` 


103 AR/Round 51:50 — 1.20.8.34,24 out of the 54 
.54 flan. 
(Chandraketugarh, Ex- 
plored, 1956-'58) 





104 Square 4760 As preceding. As preceding. 
:52x 45 
(Rajgir, Collected, 1936) 
PI. VII. 95. 
> GROUP II 
Variety a 
105 Round 5125 1.2b.8.24.34 56 
:57 
(Rajgir, Collected, 1953) 
106 63 32:85 As preceding. As preceding. 
A 1938-41) - 
: ^ PI, VIII. 96. 
e لم اه‎ <3 ' | . | Pa a 
. 








° PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 21 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 


No. Grains 


CLASS XXVI: GROUP I 


La 


Variety a 
112 AR/Square 44:50 1. 2b. 3a. 54, 35 (worn) Plain. 
‘75x :51 
113 +53 x -42 44-25 As preceding. As preceding 
l 14 :54 x +53 42-50 " "t 
115 5 » 47 44-50 MU 1 
ló 52x47 0 5-5 — 
117 "49 x 5 43-75 i 4 
l 18 5 X ۰49 42- 10 +! T 
119 :58 3 42-10 ^ 2 
120 58 7 4l 41 25 T " e 
° éRajgir, Collected, 1939) 
. 
121 41 x 44 44-10 ^ 5 
. 
122 51 x ・30 .39-95 5 T 
123 68:63 0 : Š z 
(Kosam, Collected, 
T 1938) 
124 70 x +52 38-75 თ 1 
125 80 x 4 35:50 " * | 
126 Round 36:75 " ” 
59 
(Bangarh, Excavations, 
1938-41) + . 
PI. VIII, 99-100. 
. > e 
7 < “ງ 0 5 l-8 ng a 














2 PUNCH-MARKED BILLON COINS : : 
Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 
CLASS I: GROUP I 
Variety a 
1 AE/Square 51:50 1.2.3 Plain. 
"60 x 51 
2 10 51:75 As preceding. As preceding. 
(Bangarh, Excavations, 
1938-41) 
د‎ XS 4575 is d 
. " ( A. ia t | Ex- 
cavation, 1958-'59) 
4 605352 410 : ა 
| 5 Round 460 » (worn) 
e 58 
. # 
* M a 
Variety b š: >. 
— miis » wi > 
6 Square 470 1.2.3 n 


«60x51 











Il 84 120 4, (worn) 


12 ‘$3 11-90 » (worn) 


Variety b 


5 
+ vor 






E 
= i . < 


TU £2 1125 56.2.7 









B ສ‏ سه 
uU | |‏ 6 0 






"ndi 
w . B | - 
წ ٦ i I” 











cmd 
- 1 
5 1 Ar 


x 
4 
b ha 


* ہیں 
dir. © W. I‏ 
გ‏ 1 0 
malat‏ ,8 
Tab... ٠ > da < k‏ 
٦ NS ger UN nat‏ 
«ლ - DA 1 5‏ 2 
・ کن یں x M‏ کد 
d. X ILO 1 WE l |‏ 
«٣ 5 / 1 E‏ مسر ითა l‏ 
AQ : 8‏ 1 


ຈ,“ 


"+: 


(Chapdraketugarh, Ex- 
აღია ჯის 1959-'60) 
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24 PUNCH-MARKED BILLON COINS 5 
Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 


CLASS Ill: GROUP | 


Variety a 
21 AE/Round 2850 5.9107 Plain. 
E (Chandraketugarh, Ex- 
plored, 1960) 
PI. VIII. 8. 
PUNCH-MARKED COPPER COINS 
CLASS 1: GROUP 1 
Variety à 
|  AE/Square 330 37۹ Plain. 
64 x -44 
i 2 ‘64x44 3290 As preceding. As preceding. 
3 x4 Po“. iiba は 
? | 
% გ. . . Variety b 





LEN ຈ” > k ს یں‎ 
Dr 5] J や 
" ^ რი” - 
| | 
* 





Serial Metal/Size Weight 
No. 


" 





59 +45 


3310. As preceding. 


33410 
33:15 


33-20 
33:15 


32:85 
32:75 
32-75 
32:70 


in 
Grains 


a — P— — — — — سے‎ 








n 














IH 
CAST COPPER COINS 


— ーー 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 








CLASS I: GROUP I 


Variety a 
| AE/Round 350 14 2.3.7 
3 
2 "53 35:10 As preceding. As preceding. 
3 ສຸ 3510 y š 
£ NG! 8985 E H 
SU 4 959) 5 : 
6 52 — 350 ^ 1 
' 7 SEO 3545 3 — 
ig ე سه‎ ა „ 7 
sa ພຈ د‎ ٣٢ T E 
ERR UE: : 





y HM წ ۱ | B ES di = — Kya I 
w Pal - = یل‎ | 

' + سح l. "d NT‏ سی 
a | Ng 3 ds‏ 


us — 2 





Serial Metal/Size Weight in 


No. 


14 


e * 56 


AE/Square 
S6 x -48 


Round 


.49 


CLASS IN: GROUP | 


36:0 la 


35-80 As preceding. 


30-25 
31-0 
30-0 
29:0 
30-0 
290 





4 


 CIMTRAL UBRARY 


Obverse Marks 


Grains 
45:50 As preceding. 
Variety b 
45:50 Ic 
45:25 As preceding. 


Variety a 


すま 


T? 


” 


UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 2] 


Reverse Marks 


As preceding. 


Worn. 
As preceding. 
(Harinarayanpur, Ex- 


plored, 1956-'60) 
PI. IX. 5-6. 


トコ 


As preceding. 


(Rajgir, Collected, 1939) 











. 
28 UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS ` 
Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
28 AE/Round 360 As preceding. As preceding. 
54 
29 50 31-25 KU ” 
30 :54 36:25 " n 





32 54 36 25 wt ” 





48 


49 


52 


53 


55 


57 





UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 


Metal/Size Weight in 


Grains 


AE/Round 30:75 


50 


+50) 


‘50 


‘50 


:51 


30:25 


30-0 


32°75 


30:0 


30-0 


28:50 


28:75 


Obverse Marks 


As preceding. 


Td 






29 
Reverse Marks 
As preceding. 
(Harinarayanpur, Ex- 
plored, 1956-60) 
(Kosam, Collected, 
1939) » 
PI. IX. 7-12. . 
٠2 
As preceding. 
LE] o 
(Harinarayanpur, Ex- 
plored, 1956-59) 
PI, IX. 13-14, 
- 
Qr 
FF j , | : 
Ær CENTRAL. > 
1 LIBRARY 
° 4 k >”, / 
NG 5 n° Z 








30 ` UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 5 








Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Grains 








CLASS IV: GROUP I 


Varicty a 
61 AE/Square 600 5 2.5.6.7 
"404 

62 -60x-54 62:75 As preceding. As preceding. 

63 60x54 61:75 š ” 

64 553 59:0 ” " 

65 60x54 61-50 5 " 

(Patna, Collected, 1942) 

6 -60x-56 0 ມ ^" 

67 61x56 — 620 0 » 
i 68 61x57 61:75 გ 5 

69 -6lx-S6 ແພ * 

70 60x57 61-60 7 a 

71 -60x:55 60:75 5 2 3 — UR 


II ۷ 
NG ia 
— EM داه , ب‎ 
1 LUM –” 
> pr / Fi 
LO! 3 


ot | x50 Wa 
— — 


„ა اا‎ A 





Serial Metal/Size Weight in 
No. 


78 


79 
80 
81 
82 


83 


85 


87 


91 
- 92 





UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 31 


Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
Grains 
AE/Square 60-80 As preceding. As preceding. 
"61 x +55 
‘61 x 6 60-85 0 " 
.61 X +56 60-80 5 
61x :57 61:55 T " 
‘61 x +57 61°50 5 = 
61 x 57 61:25 m " 
: (Harinarayanpur, Ex- 
plored, 1956-60) 
PI. IX. 15-17. 
CLASS V: GROUP I 

Variety à | 
:59x-56 — 55:9 la. 4, 5. 6.8 „42. 3, 6. 7 
:59 x :50 55:25 As preceding. As preceding. 
59x56 * 550 » e 
59x-56 49:50 ٩ a 9 : 
:59 ۰4 48-0 » $ " 
پو پروي‎ 48-25 : : š 
«60x54 48:50” სარ ol 
+59 x 54 50-0 7 " 
59 x 4 51:25 " ier js 
49:956 540 ` à Ng 

MI 


$ 2 3 $ 


55:50 


54:75 


3* 











114 91 53:50 " 


(Chandraketugarh, Ex- 
plored, 1956-'60) 


7 0 Li l ۱ 1 ٩ I ۱ 
At . 4 Ng 
Mato EN 0 
پوس‎ ^ Ob a ara «კ. 
f ۱ Y NG u დ 
L. | L し - E ` " 5 B 
ar رس وم‎ 3 








34 UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS . 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 





No. Grains 
130 AE/Square $325 Às preceding. As preceding. 
:56 : 55 

131 :56x +55 52-90 " າາ 

132 "56 x 4 52-95 " E 

133 *37 x -56 52-50 T 2 

134 :57 + :56 52:75 " » 

5 plored, 1956-'60) 


135. 06 52:95 ” " 








UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 








Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No. Cirains 
149 AE/Square 540 As preceding, As preceding. 
57ء‎ 

150 571-537 53:75 ۴ > 

151 55157 — 5350 2 5 

152 :57x:57 53:50 a " 
(Harinarayanpur, Ex- 
plored, 1956-60) 

153 04 54-85 n " 

154 — 60x55 54:90 * یی‎ 

155 -60x-56 55:85 " 5 

156 -59x-56 56:75 " າ 

157 60x55 56:25 ° 5 

158 — -59x-55 490 T : ^ 5 

159 625334 500 8 - 

1 T "59 x لو‎ - 4915 " b 5 
16 mes oe REM — 





Serial Metal/Size Weight in 


No. Grains 


167 


168 
169 


52-75 


50-0 
52-0 
52:75 





Obverse Marks 


As preceding, 


UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 


Reverse Marks 


— -— +. —À OI د‎ 


As preceding. 


a" 
"r 


>" 


(Ptana, Collected, 1948) 





Serial 
No. 


186 


187 


188 


189 


190 


191 


192 


193 


194 


195 


197 


Grains 
AE/Square 54-0 
‘59 x +54 
:58 x +54 54:25 
59:54: 40 
‘58 x 4 54:25 
"58 x 4 55:0 
.59 x +54 53:75 
:58 x 4 54:0 
+58 x "54 54:0 
“58 x -54 54-0 
:58 x -54 53-15 
*S8x・34 0ه‎ 
:58 x 4 54.0 
"58 x -54 54:0 
‘58 x 54 53:75 
‘58 x :54 54.0 
*58x-54 540 
:58 x +54 54-0 
‘58 x 54 54:25 





UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 


Metal/Size Weight in 


As preceding. 


so 


t+ 


LE] 


.. 


nr 


" 


Obverse Marks 


Reverse Marks 


As preceding. 


(Tamluk, 
, 3957) 


y? 


Collected, 


Collecteu, 


37 





38 UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 








Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
No, Grains 
204  AE/Square 540 As preceding. As preceding. 
'58 x +54 
205 59x55 55:0 » u 
(Bangarh, Excavations, 


1938.'41) 








UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 39 
Metal/Size Weightin  Obverse Marks Reverse Marks = 
Grains 
ہس‎ 55-50 As preceding As preceding 
+59 x +58 EUM 
plored, 1960) 
PI. IX. 18-21. 
CLASS VI: GROUP I 
Variety a 
:59x-58 5 la. 4. 5. 6 2. 3, 6, 7 
59x58 550 As preceding. As preceding. 
“59-58 54:85 " 2 
"58x 58 56:0 ^" " 
“58×88 5575 27 " 
. 











40 UNINSCRIBED CAST COPPER COINS 
Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks "us 3 
No. Grains 
238  AE/Square 55-75 As preceding. As preceding. 
'60 x +57 
239  .60x:57 55-75 0 A 
240 60 x '57 55:60 7 ru 
(Harinaravanpur, Col- 
lected, 1959) 
24] -60x-57 55:60 7 > 
242 60 x :57 55-50 ” " 
243 "60 ‘ST. Ü 55:25 الى‎ ” 
244 n0 x +57 58.25 t 7 
245 59x59 55:75 و‎ ” 
246  :59x.59 55:75 5 2 
247 :59 x -59 55-50 7 " 
n 248 :59 x :59 55-50 e » | 
249 — 59x59 55:30 و و‎ 5 5 
: წა. ი“ اس وہہ‎ / Mei) . * | 

250 89 +59 525 | -ສ ; ເກ ng — š i > a 
251 -59x-59 5525 5 SS Fo 

de 252 59:59 — 5510 N ae CEN ^. 
zd ມ 2 | A 

٣0 È | 243. "59 x :59 550 * ສ AS te I i E = I“ 


i ს = 9 Y テー l ZA اسو‎ : 0 5 ს = 1 ä 
HO ہی‎ 254  59x-59 550 7 M. اا .و‎ : 
– پد اسا‎ = 8 LÀ Tea 








TRIBAL AND LOCAL COINS 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Reverse 
No, Grains 
KUNINDA 
AMOGHABHOTI 


First Century B.C. 


1 AE/Round 59.25 Deer to r.; female figure Within border of dots 
$3 (Laksmi) standing on marks 4 & Il above, 5, 
lotus, facing, holding 6 & IO in the middle, 

flower in uplifted r. hand. and 13 below. 


Marks 1 Above back of No marginal legend. 
the deer, and 2 above 
between its horns. 


Circular legend in 
Brahmi characters, 0 
(h) Kunindasa Amogha- 
bhüt (i) sa Mahaárajasa. 


2 "ຕ້ 59:0 As preceding. As preceding. 
| 3 84 59-0 " " 
რ 
1 ‘83 ,A6:0 " (worn) " 
5 ‘83 45:90 " (worn ° 5 € 
ے۔‎ (Collected, 1942) 
PI. X. 2. 
KUNINDA , 
N, ° | 4 
' AMOGHABHÜTI 
First Century B.C. 
" 一 a ^ 
e. 1 AR/Round 3445 Deer to r.; female figure Marks 4 & 1] above, 5, 
N (Laksmi 7) standing on 6 & 10 in the middle, 
1 ' 
, 
LE s< ۱ . 
I 1 : A 





42 TRIBAL AND LOCAL COINS 


Serial Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Reverse "ລູ 
No. Grains 





lotus, facing, holding and 13 below. 
flower in uplifted r. hand, 


Marks | above back of Marginal legend in 

deer, 2 above horns of Kharosthi, Raña Kuni- 

deer, and 3 below deer. dasa — Amoghabhutisa 
Maharajasa. 


Circular legend in 
Brahmi characters, 76 
(ს Kuni(m)dasa (sya) 
Amoghabhutisa (sya) ۰ 
Mahäräjasa (sya). « 


+ 
2 0 3425 As preceding. As preceding. 





—— 


a TA - 一 b" 
— RÀ წეს 
* > | , 1 A 
- 25 3,812. 
- + 1 E ta mi! ກໍາ اد وح‎ 
٠ 1 
à b 4 





aa PF 
ຈ 





UNINSCRIBED AND DIE-STRUCK 
CLASS II: GROUP I 


Variety a 
| AE/Round 0 რ T Plain. 


2 96 176:75 As preceding. As preceding. 
3 :95 17675 Pe 

4 95 176-50 5 " 

5 95 17625 5 2 

6 :95 176:25 * 

7 94 1760 გ ა > 
“e | 8 ‘94 176-0 EN 5 " 


T żin il-PE . - (Collected, 1948) 
mg ħa, "+ 35 ბს "m | y რ Pl. X. 4-5 


= 

41 + ۲ ۱ 

í ü= M - = - II 
" 7 ED J i 
ui y 
کے‎ 
| inu 
- w 





წ. H 
か کے‎ 22.4] T مخ‎ | 
= aised ai 1 I, .h 7 


を | „სკ 
à E A " 
. 5 - Bea. > l 
E pa > R M" 1 1 
; = 0 
KA <": ა Í - “ახ mag: 
=>“ = pa ¿ ې‎ « E 
۷ 
` P E E თ * 
به‎ LT · 
E 0 > سیا‎ ۶ 
5 à 
I 





7 No. 
jsp 
i E^ AY 
4 10 








TRIBAL AND LOCAL COINS 





ua? Serial Metal/Size Weight in 


Obverse Reverse 

Grains 

Legend in 0۹7 

characters, Yaoudheya- 

ganasya ja( ya). 
1770 As preceding. As preceding. 
177:05 5 " 

Variety h 

17710 As preceding, with addi- As preceding, with addi- 


tion of the word dve at tion of a flower-vase on 
the end of the usual I. and inverted ornate 
legend. 2 nandipada | on r. | 











— 
ADDITIONS 4 
PUNCH-MARKED BILLON COINS 
About six months back when the typescript of the present volume went to the 
press, since then the Museum has acquired three well-preserved specimens of punch- 
marked billon coins of the shiptype from Chandraketugarh. The fresh coins further 
strengthen my observations about the type as laid down in Part II of the Introduction ; 
of this volume. The coins are described below according% their class and variety. 
Class ١ ١ Group | 
Variety à 
. 
SI. Metal/Size Weight in Obverse Marks Reverse Marks 
— No. Grains 
| | AE/Square 52.76 1.2.3 Plain 
| ‘60 x 453 
2 bl 2 52:70 As preceding As preceding 
v PI. X. Additions 1-2. : 
KI 
Varietwb 
. - し 
3 ‘62 x +54 $2.80 I 4-3 1 
e Pl. X. Additions 
. 3(Enlarged). 
(Chandraketugarh, Ex- 
plored, 1962). — ° 
SS + 
” 
> 
+ 
ن‎ " » 
| > - 
. 
一 "m B 
2 . 
. B 
"See p. xv supra. 4 $ 
— , ს y 
, ۰ 
" . ჩ) 


T. 


ca 








INDEX 


Alexander the Great, gold coin of, xi. 
Amoghabhüti, coins of, xviii, 41-42. 
Bent-bar Silver Coins, Introduction, viivii, 





IK Masha, ix. ` 
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PLATE | 








PLATE Il 
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ام‎ ACA: 
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(ს SUL: د‎ 
MA, – 38 


۰ 
OBVERSE MARKS ON THE PUNCH-MARKED 18 COINS. 


E , 


Fus | : ; 


. 1 











PLATE III 
Sing, payag | mg ف2‎ 
207: KAI | DOC: SP: 
“> "ເເສ, + | ຈາ NG,” 
42 43 47 48 
mr 2 mem $ کی‎ geom 
Jt: “ວວ. ; ' 
ü - i i a 1 
' ; ' : $ 8 
— Le: .... 
49 50 55 
ແ. اسا ہے‎ 
56 57 58 59 60 რ! 


REVERSE MARKS ON THE PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 





・ 
OBVERSE & REVERSE MARKS ON THE PUNCH-MARKED BILLON & 
COPPER COINS 


TA FO em T 3 
过 | 


bi 


IC 





7 8 E 
OBVERSE & REYERSE MARKS ON THE CAST LOWER COINS 


eh | = 
] 2 3 à 4 $ 6 7 
OBVERSE & REVERSE MARKS ON THE LOCAL & TRIBAL COINS 
i 


' س لد — 


ເ ` 





PLATE IV 


— av w 
13 





$ ای١‎ 3 Wi 


II 
OBVERSE & REVERSE MARKS ON THE LOCAL & TRIBAL COINS 





EARLY SINGLE TYPE SILVER COINS-BENT-BARS & MINUTE SILVERS 
> 





PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS ' e 


l 





38 | 
PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS ° 
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PLATE V 
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PUNCH-MARKED SILVER COINS 


TER 


PLATE VI 
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PUNC 


9 





H MARKED SILVER COINS 
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PLATE VIII 





PUNCH-MARKED BILLON A COPPER COINS & ENLARGED PHOTOGBAPHS OF 4 
SHIP TYPE BILLON COIN 8 A TERRACOTTA SEALING FROM CHANDRAKETUGAR 


E. 


>” 
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LATE IX 





^ 





PLATE X 





TRIBAL & LOCAL COINS 


> 
IIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILIIIII 出山 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII E. 
سل اسا‎ ruyay" Ma و‎ a ll აივი W do 12 13 


-一 一 一 =‏ = یہ 
I 8 < 6 5 BB, — ენ) 5‏ 
E 11 > a... + + ຈ”‏ 2 
al- CERCHI | T a er | — TT: — 2‏ 
pup == >) ალით fece rmm 4‏ ج ーー‏ د سا PS VA FIZ IATA‏ هم mazo be va‏ ۸ 
pas L‏ —— اد سور = sammen‏ 6 
a‏ مه وخ د = a MG — qu—— ۹  —M—‏ جس | ہے گے aaa A‏ 
AAA T inzio == — mex - — tH,‏ 
٣ :‏ سے aan coca ee Y‏ 37 رحککط act sans ແວ: (ee‏ 
ene ーー K +“‏ == کے に に に‏ 
B'4 1 2 »‏ 8 
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ADDITION—SHIP TYPE PUNCHMARKED BILLION COINS 
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